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MPCA materials management and solid waste grants

FY24 & FY25 one-time statewide grant funding

Statewide prevention of 
wasted food & food rescue
• $3.5M additional
• $1M existing

Statewide waste 
reduction & reuse
$2.4M new

Statewide recycling market 
development
• $5M additional 

($500k for loans)
• $800k existing

Statewide sustainable 
building & materials 
management
$2M new

Statewide organics 
management
$5M new 
($500k for loans)

Biomass facility funding 
& wood waste management
• $1M new
• $16M for St Paul Co-

Gen/District Energy
• $3M for Koda Energy

During the 2023 legislative session, the MPCA was awarded $21.9M in one-time grant funding 
for materials management and solid waste projects across the state during FY24 and FY25. 
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Tentative timeline for FY24/25 RFPs

2023

2024

2025

2026

Funds allocated 
to the MPCA 

on July 1

2027
All funds must be 
used by grantees 

by June 30

Waste reduction 
& reuse

Oct - Dec  |  $1.065M
Awards in progress

Recycling market 
development

Feb - Apr  |  $5.3M
RFP open now

Prevention of wasted 
food & food rescue

Up to $4.5M
Coming soon!

Organics 
management

$5M
Q2

Sustainable building 
& materials mgmt

Up to $2M
Q2

Waste reduction 
& reuse – Rd 2

$1.335M
Q3

Wood waste mgmt
$1M
Q4 

Greater MN WRRRC
$1M
Q2

Greater MN WRRRC
Aug – Nov  |  $1M
Awards in progress

Biomass facility - SPC
Fall 2023  |  $16M
Project in progress

All awards must 
be executed 

before June 30



MPCA materials management and solid waste grants

FY24 grant round progress

Greater Minnesota waste reduction, 
reuse, recycling, & composting (WRRRC)
• RFP closed November 2023
• 11 grant applications received
• $2.5M grant funds requested
• 5 projects awarded using the $1M 

available; contract award in progress

Statewide waste reduction & reuse
• RFP closed December 2023
• 27 grant applications received
• $3.76M grant funds requested
• 8 projects (7 full, 1 partial) awarded using 

the $1.065M available; contract awards in 
progress

Biomass facility funding - St Paul Co-Gen/ 
District Energy (SPC)
• 2023 Leg named SPC as direct award in 

Legislation
• ~$16M awarded in Fall 2023
• Legislature authorized MPCA commissioner 

to set or waive a tip fee for incoming wood 
waste as a condition of the funding
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Grants website

pca.state.mn.us/business-with-us/grants-loans-and-contracts
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Grants outreach

pca.state.mn.us/business-with-us/grants-loans-and-contracts

Input for organics management grant: GM WRRRC webinar:
After the RFP was posted for the GM grant round, program and 
Contracts staff hosted a webinar to give an overview, provide 
direction for using SWIFT, and answer initial questions.

Prior to developing the organics management RFP, program staff 
hosted a webinar to gather input from interested parties on the 
greatest areas of interest/need for Minnesota’s organics 
management, the preferred size of grant awards (max/min), 
project eligibility, etc. Feedback was gathered using Mentimeter.

Recycling market development webinar:
After the RFP was posted for the Recycling market development 
grant round, an announcement of the webinar date was made.  

Program and Contracts staff are hosting a webinar today! A 
recording will be available online. 
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Grant materials

pca.state.mn.us/business-with-us/grants-loans-and-contracts

GovDelivery and partner emails to LGUs, 
associations, member networks, 
community groups (inc. Electronic fliers):

Website feature stories/features on 
grant projects:

Social media posts:
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Challenges and initiatives

pca.state.mn.us/business-with-us/grants-loans-and-contracts

Limited staff capacity 
• HR’s limited capacity has resulted in a delay of hiring the temporary grant staff made available with this 

new funding from the 2023 Leg.

• Contracts and program staff’s limited capacity has resulted in delays developing RFPs and delays in 
contract agreements being signed.

Temporary grant staff positions
• 1 temp wood waste specialist (on track to hire April)
• 3 temp grant managers (timing TBD) 

Standardization in grant making 
• Working to standardize grant processes where all Resource Management and Assistance teams and 

programs use the same materials, steps, reporting, etc. 

• Prepare onboarding materials and assignments for the anticipated temporary grant staff.



Questions?

Greater Minnesota WRRRC
Heidi Ringhofer – heidi.ringhofer@statemn.us

Statewide prevention of wasted food & food rescue
Cristina Villella – cristina.villella@statemn.us

Statewide waste reduction & reuse
Annika Bergen – annika.bergen@statemn.us

Statewide recycling market development
Susan Heffron – susan.heffron@statemn.us

Statewide sustainable building & materials management
Melissa Wenzel – melissa.wenzel@statemn.us

Statewide organics management
Gwen Jenkins – gwendolyn.jenkins@state.mn.us
Tabitha Birdwell – tabitha.birdwell@state.mn.us

Statewide wood waste management
Jim Chiles – jim.chiles@state.mn.us
Tim Farnan – tim.farnan@statemn.us
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