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We generate a lot of waste



We recycle about 50%

Recycling, 26%

Organics, 16%

Waste-to-energy, 26%

Landfilling, 32%



We can do better, but where should we begin



We looked in the trash



Organics are the most common material



How do we get organics out of the trash?



In the beginning there were pilots



Our transfer station helped organics grow
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Residential organics grew slowly
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Minneapolis has been a great example



Our master plan had a focus on organics

• Require residential 
organics recycling

• Require organics recycling 
for certain businesses

• Develop infrastructure
• Reduce food waste



Ordinance 13 revisions focused on organics



Anaerobic digestion RFQ



March 2020

• Ready to release the AD RFP
• And then…





Hennepin County Climate Action Plan



Anaerobic digestion RFP



Organics programs keep growing



More organics processing capacity is needed



The alternative… landfills keep expanding



Anaerobic digestion diversifies our system

Food-to-people Food-to-animals CompostingFood waste 
prevention



How anaerobic digestion works



We’re proposing to expand our facility in 
Brooklyn Park



Hennepin County Eco Center



Project information

Hennepin County Environment and Energy

Project website:  https://www.hennepin.us/your-government/projects-initiatives/Anaerobic-digestion

https://www.hennepin.us/your-government/projects-initiatives/Anaerobic-digestion
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